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What is claimed is: 

1 . A method of treating a health disorder treatable with a T-type 
calcium channel blocker in an animal in need of such a treatment, comprising 
administering an effective amount of an active agent to said animal, wherein 
said active agent is Hypericum perforatum, a Hypericum extract, an extract of 
a species of the Hypericum genus other than Hypericum perforatum, a 
Hypen ctym^constjtuent, a hypericin derivative or a hypericin analog, with the 
proviso that when the active agent is Hypericum perforatum or Hypericum 
extract, said, health disorder is not depression or migraine headache. 

^0§b:' The method of claim 1, wherein said hypericin derivative is a 
compound of formula II, 




II 



wherein 

R, is H, OH, OR or OCOR; 
R 2 isH, R, F, CI, Br, lorS0 3 H; 

R 3 is H, R, OH, OR, OCOR, CH 2 OH, CH 2 OR, CH 2 OCOR, COOH or 
COOR; 

R 4 is H, R, OH, OR, OCOR, CH 2 OH, CH 2 OR, CH 2 OCOR, COOH or 
COOR; 

R 5 is H, R, F, CI, Br, I or S0 3 H; 
R 6 is H, OH, OR or OCOR; 
R 7 is H, OH, OR or OCOR; 
R 8 is H, R, F, CI, Br, I or S0 3 H; 

R 9 is H, R, OH, OR, OCOR, CH 2 OH, CH 2 OR, CH 2 OCOR, COOH or 
COOR; 

R 10 is H, R, OH, OR, OCOR, CH 2 OH, CH 2 OR, CH 2 OCOR, COOH or 
COOR; 

R„ is H, R, F, CI, Br, I or S0 3 H: 
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R 12 is H, OH, OR or OCOR; and 
R is an optionally substituted C r C 30 alkyl group; 
with the proviso that the following compounds are excluded 

(A) a compound of formula II, wherein R v R 3 , R 4 , R 6 , R 7 and R 12 are 
5 OH, R 2 , R 5t R 8 and R^ are H, and R 9 and R 10 are methyl; 

(B) a compound of formula II, wherein R t , R 9 , R 10 , R 6 , R 7 and R 12 are 
OH, R 2 , R 5 , R 8 and R„ are H, and R 3 and R 4 are methyl; 

(C) a compound of formula II, wherein R 1( R 3 , R 4 , R 6 , R 7 and R 12 are 
OH, R 2 , R 6 , R 8 and R„ are H, R 9 is methyl, and R 10 is CH 2 OH; 

10 (D) a compound of formula II, wherein R v R 3 , R 4 , R 6 , R 7 and R 12 are 

OH, R 2 , R 5 , R 8 and R„ are H, R 9 is CH 2 OH and R 10 is methyl; 

(E) a compound of formula II, wherein R 1( R 9 , R 10 , R 6 , R 7 and R 12 are 
OH, R 2 , R 5 , R 8 and R„ are H, R 3 is methyl, and R 4 is CH 2 OH; and 

(F) a compound of formula II, wherein R^ R 9 , R 10 , R 6 , R 7 and R 12 are 
15 OH, R 2 , R 5 , R 8 and R„ are H, R 3 is CH 2 OH and R 4 is methyl. 

3. The method of claim 1 , wherein the health disorder^ treatable 
with T-type calcium channel blockers is depression, chronic heart failure, 
congestive heart failure, ischaemc condition, arrhythmia, angina pectoris, 
hypertension, hypoinsulinemia, hyperinsuliDemia, diabeteT) mellitus, 
20 hyperaldosteronemia, epilepsy, (migraine headache) brain aging* a 




neurodegenerative disease or preterm labor. 

4. The method of claim 1 , wherein said Hypericum constit uent is 
hypericin , p seudo hypericin, hyperforin, ashyperforin, quercetin, quercitrin, 
isoquercitrin, hyperoside, rutin, amentoflavone or hyperin. 
25 x 5. The method of claim 2, wherein R is a C^C^ alkyl group, 

optionally substituted with one to three substituents independently selected 
from hydroxy, alkoxy, acyloxy, carboxy, ( akox ycjarbonyl, amino, alkylamino, 
dialkylamino, nitro or phenyl group or fluorine, chlorine, bromine or iodine 
atom. 

30 ^6. The method of claim 5, wherein 

"R t isH.OH, OR or OCOR; 
R 2 is H or R; 

R 3 is H, OH, OR, OCOR, CH 2 OH, CH 2 OR or CH 2 OCOR; 
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R 4 

R, 



x 6 

Ro 



is H, OH, OR, OCOR, CH 2 OH, CH 2 OR or CH 2 OCOR; 
is H or R; 

isH, OH, OR or OCOR; 
isH, OH, OR or OCOR; 
is H or R; 

is H, OH, OR, OCOR, CH 2 OH, CH 2 OR or CH 2 OCOR; 
R 10 is H, OH, OR, OCOR, CH 2 OH, CH 2 OR or CH 2 OCOR; 
R u is H or R; 

R 12 is H, OH, OR or OCOR; and 
10 R is an optionally substituted C r C 6 alkyl group. 

/-'7. The method of claim 6, wherein R is an optionally substituted 
methyl or ethyl group. 

8. The method of claim 1 , wherein said animal is a human. 

9. The method of claim 1 , wherein said active agent is ^Hyp^cum 
15 ext ract. 

1 0. The method of claim 9, wherein said effective amount is about 
0.05 mg to 500 mg per kg body weight of said animal. 

11. The method of claim 1 , wherein said active agent is hypericin. 

12. The method of claim 1 1 , wherein said effective amount is about 
20 0.001 5 mg to 1 5 mg per kg body weight of said animal. 

1 3. The method of claim 1 , further comprising administering to said 
animal an additional activ e agent as described in claim 1 . - — 

14. The method of claim 13, wherein one of the active agents 
administered isjiypericin^ 

25 15. The method of claim 14, wherein another of the active agents 

administered ispseudohypericin. 

16. The method of claim 14, wherein another of the, active ag ents 
administered is h yp ejfcrin. 

17. The method of claim 15, further comprising administering 
30 hyperforin to said animal. 



) 
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J|P A compound of formula II, 



wherein 







o R« ] 




V 


I 1 








V 








O R 7 



Rio 

R9 . 



JRfls H, OH, OR or OCOR; 
R 2 is H, R, F, CI, Br, I or S0 3 H; 
10 J^\s H, R, OH, OR, OCOR, CH 2 OH, CH 2 OR, CH 2 OCOR, COOH or 

COOR; 

J<fis H, R, OH, OR, OCOR, CH 2 OH, CH 2 OR, CH 2 0COR, COOH or 
COOR; 

^is H, R, F, CI, Br, I or S0 3 H; 
15 ^R^is H, OH, OR or OCOR; 

/*fis H, OH, OR or OCOR; 
R^H, R, F, CI, Br, I or S0 3 H; 

R 9 is H, R, OH, OR, OCOR, CH 2 OH, CH 2 OR, CH 2 OCOR, COOH or 
COOR; 

20 R 10 is H, R, OH, OR, OCOR, CH 2 OH, CH 2 OR, CH 2 OCOR, COOH or 

COOR; 

^ITh, R, F, CI, Br, I or S0 3 H; 
p^"\s H, OH, OR or. OCOR; and 
R is an optionally substituted C r C 30 alkyl group; 
25 with the proviso that the following compounds are excluded 

U£&( A ) a com P° und of formula II, wherein R„ R 3 , R 4 , R 6 , R 7 and R 12 are 
OH, R 2 , R 5 , R 8 and R„ are H, and R 9 and R 10 are methyl; 
t£2 (B) a compound of formula II, wherein R 1f R 9 , R 10 , R 6 , R 7 and R 12 are 
OH, R 2 , R 5 , R 8 and R„ are H, and R 3 and R 4 are methyl; 
30 ^ 1$ (C) a compound of formula II, wherein R 1t R 3 , R 4 , R 6 , R 7 and R 12 are 
OH, R 2 , R 5 , R 8 and R 41 are H, R 9 is methyl, and R 10 is CH 2 OH; 

(P) a compound of formula II, wherein R„ R 3 , R 4 , Re, R 7 and R 12 are 
OH, R 2 , R s , R 8 and R„ are H, R 9 is CH 2 OH and R 10 is methyl; 



} 



-1. 
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|, M, f (E) a compound of formula II, wherein R„ R 9l R 10 , Re, R 7 and R 12 are 
OH, R 2 , R 5 , R 8 and R n are H, R 3 is methyl, and R 4 is CH 2 OH; 

\^\\ & ^ a com P our| d of formula II, wherein R,, R 9 , R 10 , Re, R 7 and R 12 are 
OH, R 2 , R 5 , R 8 and R„ are H, R 3 is CH 2 OH and R 4 is methyl. 

19. The compound of claim 18, wherein R is a C r C 30 alkyl group, 
optionally substituted with one to three substituents independently selected 
from hydroxy, alkoxy, acyloxy, carboxy, akoxycarbonyl, amino, alkylamino, 
dialkylamino, nitro or phenyl group or fluorine, chlorine, bromine or iodine 
atom. 



20. The compound of claim 18, wherein 



Ri 

R 2 

R 3 
R 4 
R 5 
R 6 
R 7 
R 8 
Ro 



s H, OH, OR or OCOR; 
is H or R; 

s H, OH, OR, OCOR, CH 2 OH, CH 2 OR or CH 2 OCOR; 
s H, OH, OR, OCOR, CH 2 OH, CH 2 OR or CH 2 OCOR; 
s H or R; 

s H, OH, OR or OCOR; 
sH, OH, OR or OCOR; 
sHorR;^ % 

s H, OH, OR, OCOR, CH 2 OH, CH 2 OR or CH 2 OCOR; 



R 10 is H, OH, OR, OCOR, CH 2 OH, CH 2 OR or CH 2 OCOR; 
R„ is H or R; 

R 12 is H, OH, OR or OCOR; and 
R is an optionally substituted C r C 6 alkyl group. 
^21. The compound of claim 20, wherein R is an optionally 

^substituted methyl or ethyl group. 

22. The method of claim 1 , \^l(erein said extract of a speciespf the 
Hypericum denus other than Hypericum perforatum is an extract of^Kspecies 
selected from the group consisting of H. majus, H. formosum, H/calycinum, 
H. Xmpseranum, H. irazuense./H. reductum, H. patulum, H. mtftilum, H. crux- 



andn 



/ 



?ae, H. hypericoides, M. densiflorum, H. prolificum,/H. frondosum, H. 
c^milicola, H. anagalloides, H. androsaemum f H. tetrapprum, H. hirsutum, H. 
ilympicum, H. hyssopifplium, H. elongatum and H^prratum. 



